CHAPTER XXXIII
VOLCANIC RELIGION
ELSEWHERE I have given some account of the worship which
is paid to inflammable gases issuing from the ground at Juala-
mukhi in the Lower Himalayas. I can now supplement the
description of it by an earlier and somewhat fuller account of
the worship. " Jwala-mukhi is about five kos to the north-
west of Nadaun, and is situated upon an elevated nook
immediately under the mountain of Caanga. It is a place of
great sanctity in the estimation of the Hindus, and pilgrims
come hither from all parts of India. Its holiness is owing to
the inflammable gas which issues in various apertures in a
temple dedicated to Devi, the wife of Mahadeo, who, as
identical with the mysterious fire, is also called Jwala-mukhi,
the goddess from whose mouth flame is exhaled. The vents
through which the ignited gas, that is always burning in the
temple of Devi, issues, are several in a shallow trough excavated
on the floor, one in the north-western angle, and two others
on the outside of the wall: there are also some in a well in a
small detached building. Observing the water in this well
apparently free from vapour, I applied a lighted wick fo it,
and the surface was immediately ignited, though but for a
short period. The same test showed the exhalation of gas
from several of the apertures which were seemingly quiescent.
There was no smoke and but little smell. The interior of the
temple was, indeed, blackened by smoke, but this had been
generated by the offerings of Devi's worshippers, who place
butter, sugar, and incense near the flame from the apertures
as burnt-offerings to the goddess. The attendant Brahmans
were very civil and allowed me to make what experiments I
pleased. When a flame proceeded from any aperture longer
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